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POINTERS 


The Committee appointed by fig Archbishop of Canterbury met 
recently delegates appointed by Churches associated in the Free 
Church Federal Council, in joint conference at High Leigh, 
Hoddesdon, from January 6 tog. Prepared documents consisting 
of factual statements as to the doctrinal standards of the Churches 
represented at the Conference, and as to the ways in which they 
respectively understand the nature and functions of the ministry, 
were considered and discussed under the alternating chairman- 
ship of Dr. Nathaniel Micklem, chairman of the ree Church 

- delegates, and the Bishop of Derby, chairman of the Anglican 
committee. Arrangements were made for the holding of a further 
joint session of the two committees at a date later in the year. 


The Guardian, Jan. 23, 1948. 
* * * * 


The Ceylon Reunion Scheme is the subject of an article by a 
theologian on page 192. The Report which is now examined, to 
quote from its own preface, “ covers the agreements reached by 
the Negotiating Committee on all matters of Faith and Order 
referred to it by the Negotiating Churches as questions which 
ought to be dealt with in any Scheme of Union. It is the Com- 
mittee’s judgment that questions concerning Church Administra- 

tion, and Organization consequent upon acceptance of Union, 
are best considered after the Churches have expressed their mind 
definitively on the issues of * Faith and ¢ irder "’ herein dealt with. 


“ The Committee, therefore, sends this Report forward to the 
Negotiating Churches with the prayer that at their next official 
councils and synods this Report be considered, and the Churches 
decide whether they will enter into corporate union with one another 
on this basts of Faith and Order, subject to subsequent approval of 
the agreements to be reached on questions concerning Church Admini- 
stration, and Organization consequent upon acceptance of Union. 

“These resolutions are now sent down to the Negotiating 
Churches for their approval.” 

The words in italics are so printed iris the Report which ts 
signed on behalf of the Church of Ceylon, the Methodist, Baptist, 
and Presbyterian Churches, and the Jaffna Council of the South 

India United Church, and is dated June rst, 1947. 


* * 


The Anglo-Catholic Congress to be. held at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, from July 5th to roth, is the subject of an article 
on page 195. As the article points out, the subject of the Congress, 
‘ The Church,” is one that very closely concerns the Council and 
its supporters. We trust, therefore, that our readers will give the 
_ Congress all the support they can by their own personal interest 
and by enlisting the support of others in. the great cause which we 
all have at heart. 

* * * 

Support for Loyal Anglicans in South India can now, as we noted 
last month, take definite form. Fr. Sambayya, the Commissary, 
has now set up his office and settled down to his work. One project 
which is going forward is the repair of the Church of the Holy 
Nativity, Mutyalapad, to serve as a centre of Catholic worship 
in the district. It is a good stone building which had, however, 
suffered badly from erosion and has also to be re-roofed. The 
news which we have received since we wrote our Pointer last 
month reinforces the plea we then made that Fr. Sambayya should 
have the support of many prayers in his difficult task. 

The number of continuing Anglicans in the Telugu area has 
now reached 32,000, and among them are sixteen priests and four 

deacons, all Telugus. 


The Federation of Lutheran Churches in India recently held its 
triennial conference at Ranchi. During the conference, which 
lasted two days, plans were approved for a United Lutheran_ 
Church of India. The need was emphasized for closer: relation- 
_ ships between the various groups in which the Lutherans have 
previously been organized, though some thought that the proposal 
might make more difficult a wider union with other Christian 
bodies. On being put to the vote, the plan was approved by 
32 votes to 8. 3 
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The Philippine Independent Church, which we reported last 
month to be seeking union with the Episcopal Church in the 
U.S.A., is not to be allowed to go forward in its quest without 
opposition. We learn from The Living Church of December 14th, 
1947, that a minority group, headed by Archbishop Jamais, 
includes a third of the bishops and “a few score priests who’ 
seceded from the majority body after a conference in Manila at 
the end of the war.” The Archbishop’s secretary asserts that 
“ the De Los Reyes Church,” meaning the majority group under 
Supreme Bishop Isabelo De Los Reyes which asked for union, 
‘is required to discard the doctrine and constitution of the old 
Philippine Independent Church and adopt in its place another 
patterned exactly after the constitution of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. ... 

‘* The true Philippine Independent.Church, which was founded 
-by Monsignor Gregorio Aglipay and which seceded from the De 
Los Reyes group, refusing to fuse with the Episcopalian Church,”’ 
he declared, “ will continue to be the nationalistic Church of 
the Filipinos.” 

On the other hand The Living Church of January 4th, 1948, 
reports a letter of thanks from Supreme Bishop De Los Reyes 
expressing his gratitude for the action of the American House of 
Bishops. “‘ Most of my people,” he says, “ are presently eagerly 
seeking to learn more and more about the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. We envision immense blessings and the salvation of 
countless immortal souls by the action of the House of Bishops. 

“IT confidently believe that the bestowing of valid, Orders to © 
our clergy is only the beginning of a new era in the Philippines. 
All of us will exert our best efforts to become worthy of the 
magnanimity of the Protestant Episcopal Church.” 

- * * * 


Our Travelling Secretary will be preaching in Oxford during 
the remainder of Lent, in Holy Week and on Easter Day. On 
Low Sunday, April 4th, he will be preaching at Martley, Worcester, 
and on the following Sunday, April 11th, at St. Mary’s, Tyndall 
- Park. On the next day he begins a tour in the diocese of St. 

Albans :— 

April 12th. Leighton Buzzard: Meeting. 
| 13th. Watford: Meeting. 
14th. Hertford: Meeting. 
15th Barnet: Meeting. 
16th. Waltham Cross: Meeting. 
_ 17th. Luton: St. Saviour’s: Sermon and Meeting. 
18th. St. Albans: Sermon. 
Bedford :~Sermon. 
19th. Bedford: Meeting. 
20th. Letchworth: Meeting. 
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THE CEYLON REUNION SCHEME | 


We have now received a further document in which the Interim 
Report of the Negotiating Committee is preSented in a revised 
form. Most, though perhaps not all, of the changes will be 
welcomed by Catholics. The phrase “God has bestowed. His 
grace with undistinguishing regard through all their (the uniting 
Churches) ministries,” has been altered to “ their ministries have_ 
all been blessed in like manner, and owned by the Holy Spirit as 
effective means of grace’’ (page 2). It must be regretted, how- 
ever, that-in the statement repeated from the earlier Report, 
‘They acknowledge each other's ministries to be real ministries 


of the Word and Sacraments,’’ the ambiguous word “ real” has 


not been changed to “ effective.”’ (To avoid tautology “ real”’ 


“might be substituted for “ effective ’’ in the former sentence.) 


The reading of the Apocrypha is now permitted “ for ‘profit and 


instruction and not for the establishment of doctrine.”’. (page 4). 


- To the section on Baptism (page 5) there is prefixed a doctrinal | 
statement. ‘* Baptism is the sign of incorporation into the Body 
of Christ of those who have received remission of sins by. the 
washing of regenerafion and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.” 
It is not stated that itis a means or instrument of grace. This is 
distinctly inferior to the wording given in the “ Later Recom- 
mendations ’’ mentioned in Faith and Unity, October, 1947, 
‘Holy Baptism incorporates into the Body of Christ ‘those who 
have received remission of sins by the washing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost,” though eyen this does not 
make it clear that regeneration itself is conveyed through the 
Sacrament. Yet this very doctrine is implied in the “* Thanks- 
giving Prayer for the Ministry ’’ (page 16) which precedes the 
laying on of hands in the ordination service when the bishop prays 


, that those to be ordained as presbyters may “* renew Thy people 


by the washing of regeneration.” 

Another improvement is the assertion of the obligation of 
worship on the Lord’s Day “ after the manner of the Apostolic 
Church’ (page 8), which implies, though it does not state, 
attendance at rth Lord’s Service, if the custom of the Apostolic 


; Church is followed. 


_ The ministry of reconciliation is now defined as fulfilled ‘ by 
declaring to penitent™sinners the assurance of God’s forgiveness 
both in the public and the private exercise of that ministry © 


(page 10). 

PROPOSED METHOD OF INAUGURATION 
_ The most striking change, however, is in connection with the 
inauguration of union. In the Interim Report the Anglican 


bishops were to receive a commission from ministers of the non- 
episcopal Churches, and then to consecrate the new bishops. 
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This procedure might suggest that they did not already possess 
the power of consecrating to the episcopate. The new proposal 
is that the newly elected bishops “ who have not already received 
episcopal consecration shall be consecrated by three Bishops 
‘from outside Ceylon, representing differing Church traditions 
and acceptable to all the uniting Churches’ (page 12). Only 
after this has taken place will all the bishops receive a commission 
from the non-episcopal ministers. The formula to be used is : 


Forasmuch as you’have been consecrated to the office. 
and order of Bishop in the Church of God, and have been 
elected to be Bishop in the United Church of Ceylon, we 
acknowledge you on behalf of the uniting Churches, and 
commission you for the wider exercise of your min#stry in 
the Church of God. The grace of the Holy Spirit be with you, 
enlightening, strengthening and endowing you with wisdom 
all the days of your life, in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” (Page 12.}—~ | 


The Bishop of each diocese then proceeds to lay his hands on all 
the clergy of the uniting Churches who desire to be Presbyters in 
the United Church. Among these are included those already in 
Anglican priests’ orders. The formula is, therefore, adapted to 
the needs of both former priests and former non-episcopal 
ministers. It runs: 


‘Forasmuch as you were called and ordained to the 
Ministry of the Church of God within the . . : Church, and 
are now called to the. Ministry of the Church of God as 
Presbyter within this United Church ; receive from God at 

~ my hands, the power and grace of the Holy Spinit to exercise 
the wider ministry of this office, and to nourish by Word and 
Sacraments all the members of Christ's flock within this United 
Church, in the name oi the Father and of the Son and of the 


Holy Spirit. Amen” (page 13). 
The words which we have italicized should be contrasted with 
those in the Interim Report (page 13), viz :-— 


‘I commission you for the wider exercise of your ministry 
as a Presbyter.in the Church of God. The grace of the Holy 
Spirit be with you, enlightening,”’ etc. 


It is clear from the new form that this ordination eT the 
bishop conveys the real grace of the Holy Spirit, but this grace “ 


is given only for the wider exercise of a ministry already possessed 
in its essential fullness, a claim which in the case of the non- 
episcopalians most Anglicans would find it impossible to acknow- 
ledge. Why not use here the form in the Anglican Ordinal for the 
ordination of priests, possibly sub conditione, while in case of 
‘ those already in Anglican orders the earlier form, found in the 
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Interim Report (page 13) would convey the wider commission or 4 
jurisdiction which the Anglican priest in fact, though not perhaps _ 4 
in theory, still lacks ? 
- _ ‘The later Report includes also an omer of service (page 15) for J 
__ this ordination into the Presbyterate of the United Church, where — 
the ordination is set in the framework of the Holy Communion 
service. | 
OTHER NEW FEATURES 


_Another new feature is a valuable section (page 17) on the 
Marriage Law_of the Church, which sets forth the principle of an 
indissoluble union, but unfortunately allows of the provision of a 
service of blessing for divorcees. On the other hand the grounds 
on which a Church court can pronounce nullity are reasonable 
and thorough. 

A new section is also introduced (page 20) on Relations with 
Other Churches, where it is restated that no judgment is involved 
upon the validity of any other form of ministry. So communion 
and fellowship with non-episcopal bodies may be maintained, 
communicants from them may communicate in the United Church, 
and, more serious, a visiting minister from such bodies may, if 
invited, celebrate the Holy Communion, though if he comes as a 
permanent minister he must be ordained. 

On the vexed question of Confirmation a paragraph in the | 
Interim Report (page 5) asserted that while the rite is not made 
a pre-requisite term of union, yet the use of it is earnestly com- 
mended. This paragraph is now omitted. Confirmation, which 
is assumed as necessary for full membership of communicant 
status in both documents (Report, page 6, Interim Report, 
page 5), is now definitely reservedto the bishop in its administra- 
tion “* for the sake of uniformity of practice "’ (Report, page 11). 
But unfortunately the term Confirmation is said in both docu- 
ments to include both the rite as used in the Church of Ceylon 
and the forms of service for admission: to full membership used 
by the other Churches, * unless by general agreement common . 
forms of service for the purpose shall be framed and accepted for 


use in the United Church ” (page 6). 


FURTHER REVISION NECESSARY 


On the whole it may be said that some considerable advance | 
towards satisfying Anglican consciences has been made, but 
certain provisions and statements in their present form seem still 
unacceptable. Subjects on which both Reports seem still un- 
satisfactory have only been dealt with incidentally. In any 
criticism of the whole Scheme, attention should be drawn to the 
fact that neither the Apostles’ nor the Nicene Creed is made . 


Concluded on foot of page 195. 
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THE SIXTH ANGLO-CATHOLIC CONGRESS 


If the Council for the Defence of Church Principles has in any 
degree succeeded in the task that it set itself when it first began, 
it has made a considerable number of.Church people conscious of 
the importance of clear and persevering: witness to the funda- 
mental conceptions that are implied in the character and nature 
of the holy Catholic Church. The Council has had a special 
task of defence and witness in one particular field, that of reunion, 
but it may be assumied that those who support it are also among 
those most keenly alive to the importance of Church principles 
in other spheres also, and aware of the urgency of the responsi- . 
bility incumbent on all members of the Church to make its true 
character plain to the world. 

Most of our difficulties in matters concerning reunion arise 
from the misunderstandings, both within and without the C hurch, 
as to its real place in God's purpose, and its nature and authority. 
Of all questions about the Christian religion, that which most im- 


- mediately calls for apologetic at the present time is the doctrine of 


the Church itself. Not, that is, the doctrine taught by-the Church 


~ about other things, but the doctrine we hold about the nature of 


the Church itself. It is a ground for thankfulness that there has 
been no lack of Catholic scholarship to study this doctrine, but 
it may be doubted how far the results of this scholarship have 


- entered into the consciousness of ordinary Church folk, and of 


well-intentioned people outside the Church. 

The Sixth Anglo-Catholic Congress offers a great ‘opportunity 
to meet this need. Those responsible for initiating it found them- 
selves driven by force of circumstances to choose ** The Church ” 
as its subject. It will be approached from various angles, and 
dealt with by various methods, but at every stage the questions 


being asked ‘will be ‘“‘ What does God mean the Church to be ? 
What are its governing principles ? ”’ 


Concluded from page 194. 


obligatory in public worship, or, what is more serious, presented 
for acceptance by the candidate in the Baptismal service. Nor 
is there any statement that Holy Scripture as the standard of 
doctrine must be interpreted in accordance with the Catholic 
Fathers and ancient Bishops and with the doctrinal decrees of 
the first four Oecumenical Councils. Lastly the universal neces- 
sity of Baptism is not stated, nor is Confirmation made necessary 
for those to be ordained to the presbyterate at the inauguration 
of union. 

But one can only be immensely thankful that such a large 
measure of approximation to Anglican and Catholic standards 
has been made, and that the Scheme is so vastly preferable to 
that of South India. 
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The methods employed will be various ; in the sessions in the 
Central Hall; members will have the opportunity of listening to 
speakers of acknowledged learning dealing with the Church’s 
doctrine -as.it-emerges from the study of the place of the Bible, 
C reeds, Ministry and Sacraments in the divine economy. At-an 

** Overseas "’ meeting the place of the Churth in the world as a 
whole will be considered. The Church Social Action Committee 
will organize a meeting at which the functions of the Church in 
its twentieth-century environment will be examined.. At thie 
Liturgy demonstration the way in which the nature of the Church 
is expressed in its worship will be shown. Other subsidiary 
activities will illustrate the same theme. Further, at the Overseas 
Meeting, the report of the Church Union International Conven- 
tion of priest-delegates on reunion questions is to be presented. 

Anyone who studies the programme of the Congress will 
observe how one theme runs through all that has been arranged. 

The Central Hall, Westminster, holds nearly three thousand 
people at a time. We expect to fill it for the week. That means 
several thousands of people joining In this act of witness.. Behind 
them, there is need for a much larger body of people, who, even 
though they may be unable to attend the Congress, are willing 
to make known their sympathy with its aims. Such * Friends” 
(ag they will-be called) do not only help to make the Congress a 
success in itself, they will stand together as the body of people 
represented by those able to attend in Westminster. 

The Congress Committee, therefore, feels justified in appealing - 
to all who care greatly about “Church Principles "’ to support 
this great act of witness. It will be an encouragement to those 
who will at the same period be seeking to interpret those prin- 
ciples at the Lambeth Conference, to know that thev have behind 
them a large and instructed body of the clergy and laity. 

The needs of the Congress are, first, for earnest prayer for God's 
blessing on it ; secondly, enthusiastic support all over the country ; 
and thirdly, every possible member enrolled. The battle for 
Church Principles has been largely a “ soldiers’ battle” ; here in 
the Congress is a rallying- ground for those who perhaps are not 
inappropriately described as the * rank and file’ of the Church. 

All details about the arrangements for the Congress may be 
obtained from the Congress Office at Lord Halifax House, 6 Hyde 


Park Gate, 5.W. 7. 
H.R. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to J'aith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
ows ag C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 
numbers of Faith and Unity are available and can be had from 
the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. / 


Printed at The Church Army Press, Cowley, Oxford. . 


